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Reconciliation, Remembrance, and Respect Through Legislation 

 Hello, my name is Alex Stirewalt, and I am a student here at Southern Methodist 

University. I am a member of the protestant Christian community and have been a member and 

student leader here at SMU in the organization of Christians United for Israel, CUFI. Through 

Christians United for Israel, I had the blessing and opportunity to be able to attend a conference 

in San Antonio that covered the essence of antisemitism that has plagued our world and how the 

Holocaust, which took place roughly 80 years ago, still carries major trauma for the Jewish 

people of today. In being able to attend this conference, a big impact was made on my life. I 

knew and realized that the reconciliation in the post-Holocaust world, as well as defending and 

standing up for the Jewish people is increasingly crucial and important. This realization for 

reconciliation and representation led me on a path that would serve to be able to provide a great 

benefit to the Jewish population on SMU’s campus, and hopefully everyone in turn.  

 Following my attending of this conference in San Antonio, I decided to reach out to 

Rabbi Heidi Coretz, who is the main leader for the Jewish population on campus as well as the 

organization of Hillel at SMU. I asked her if she was aware of instances in which people of the 

Jewish population here on campus had experienced antisemitism on campus. She stated that, yes 

in fact, Jewish members on campus had experienced forms of hate speech, bullying, and 

discrimination. Through this, I requested and proposed that we could draft, and hopefully pass, 

student legislation that defines antisemitism, through the IHRA, The International Holocaust 



Remembrance Alliance, definition and condemns it. In passing this IHRA student legislation, we 

would be able to directly combat and confront antisemitism on SMU’s campus.  

I began to work with Hillel at SMU to start drafting and lobbying for support on the bill. I 

met with student leaders of Hillel at SMU, and we discussed the problems that have been 

experienced on campus, as well as how we can tailor the bill to SMU’s specific, serious cases of 

antisemitism. Through coordination and prayers, we were able to bring in my regional director of 

Christians United for Israel, Lydia Yazzie, to be able to help us in drafting and perfecting the 

student bill. We were also able to get the support of the Southern Methodist University Catholic 

Campus Ministry, which represents thousands of students on campus. Through communicating 

with and contacting the Reverend Father Wade Bass, the priest and representative for the 

Southern Methodist University Catholic Campus Ministry, we were able to get his written and 

spoken support for the bill. Additionally, we employed an antisemitism survey that was 

conducted recently on SMU’s campus. This survey showed staggeringly high rates of 

occurrences in which people of the Jewish population on campus had experienced antisemitism 

on campus. I could not believe how much a problem that this was on our campus, and this 

allowed me to realize it in full, and it made me and the members of Hillel at SMU much more 

motivated to get this legislation approved and passed in the SMU Student Senate.  

 We recognized the importance that to have the IHRA definition as the staple for our bill. 

According to the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance, “The IHRA is the only 

intergovernmental organization mandated to focus solely on Holocaust-related issues, so with 

evidence that the scourge of antisemitism is once again on the rise, we resolved to take a leading 

role in combating it. IHRA experts determined that in order to begin to address the problem of 



antisemitism, there must be clarity about what antisemitism is.” For our case, the IHRA 

definition in this student legislation serves to define antisemitism to condemn it. 

Hillel at SMU and I worked with Austin Hickle, the Student Body President of SMU and 

the Student Senate to propose this bill to the senate. He happily agreed and was extremely 

beneficial in getting this bill passed. This past Tuesday afternoon, my friend from Hillel at SMU, 

Hannah Siegel and I presented and defended the Jewish case in front of the SMU Student Senate.  

After we made our case and presented the legislation, this legislation, which required roughly 

fifty senators to vote yes unanimously, went through unanimously and was officially passed by 

the Senate. For reference, the IHRA student legislation highlights that we presented to the SMU 

student senate are as follows: 

 

Section 1. The University does not tolerate any form of discrimination towards students, faculty, 

and staff.  

Section 2. As we continue to grow as a university, it is important that we protect all student 

populations and set protecting guidelines when it comes to the Jewish student population.  There 

have been recent reports of antisemitic acts on campus, and we must work together to call out 

and confront such acts of hatred.   

Section 3. The University should state in the Student Handbook and other constitutional 

agreements with the students, faculty, and staff that there shall be no discrimination against 

Jewish students. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Student Government Association of Southern 

Methodist University unreservedly condemns all acts of racism, bigotry, and violence against the 

Jewish community. The Student Government Association stands by the Jewish community and 



condemns all acts of racial, ethnic, or religious discrimination against members of the student 

body. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Student Government of Southern Methodist 

University calls upon SMU to adopt the IHRA definition of antisemitism listed above as the 

official definition of antisemitism. 

The IHRA Definition 

“A certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed as hatred toward Jews. Rhetorical and 

physical manifestations of antisemitism are directed toward Jewish or non-Jewish individuals 

and/or their property, toward Jewish community institutions and religious facilities.” 

I feel honored and extremely humbled that I am a part of what it means to stand with the 

Jewish people nearly eighty years after the Holocaust. In any case, whether a decision be yes or 

no on this scholarship for the Nathaniel Foundation, I thank you so much for the opportunity to 

share my story and experience of standing with the Jewish people.  

 


